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Listening	and	disseminating	different	news		

	
Question:	Is	it	permissible	to	listen	to	or	pass	on	the	news	which	is	heard	via	different	mediums	
with	regards	to	what	happens	inside	one’s	country	and	abroad?		
	
Answer:	It	is	not	permissible	to	do	so	due	to	the	following	harms:		
	
1. Most	of	the	information	(relayed	through	the	news)	is	useless	and	contains	no	benefit,	it	does	not	

benefit	one’s	religion	nor	one’s	worldly	life.		The	Islam	of	that	person	who	does	not	refrain	from	
useless	matters	is	not	loved	by	Allah	Ta’ala.	Rasoolullah	Sallalahu	Alayhi	Wasallam	has	said:		

	

هينعي لا ام هكرت ءرلما ملاسإ نسح نم  
  	

From	the	beauty	of	a	person’s	Islam	is	that	he/she	refrains	from	that	which	does	not	concern	him.	
	
2. The	majority	of	the	information	on	the	news	is	unverified,	spreading	and	speaking	about	

unverified	matters	is	tantamount	to	lying.	Rasoolullah	Sallalahu	Alayhi	Wasallam	has	said:		
	

عسمَِ ام لكب ثدّيح نأ 9ًذك ءرلم9 ىفك  
 

It	is	sufficient	for	a	man	to	be	termed	as	a	liar	if	he	speaks	(spreads)	all	that	which	he	hears.	
	
3. Most	news	articles	contain	slander	and	backbiting,	backbiting	is	worse	than	fornication	and	

slander	is	worse	than	backbiting.		
	
4. News	Agencies	spread	such	propaganda	which	is	against	the	religion	of	Islam	and	Muslims,	certain	

simple-minded	Muslims	who	are	unaware	of	the	reality	unknowingly	get		affected	by	this	
propaganda,	ultimately	their	hearts	get	affected	by	the	words	of	the	enemies	of	Islam	who	will	
mention	matters	pertaining	to	Islam	which	are	far	from	the	reality	,	this	in	turn	will	further	these	
Muslim’s	away	from	Islam	and	will	cause	hatred	for	Islam	in	their	hearts.	

	
5. Hatred	and	tribalism	amongst	different	groups	of	people	and	localities	is	created.	
	
6. Anarchy,	fear,	panic	and	cowardice	spreads	(amongst	the	people)	when	news	concerning	turmoil	

and	corruption	are	(constantly)	heard.	The	Noble	Quran	mentions	that	the	spreading	of	such	
matters	is	an	evil	trait	of	the	hypocrites	-	Allah	Ta’ala	mentions:	

	

هب اوعاذأ فولخا وأ نملأا نم رمأ مهءاج اذإو  



 
“When	(news	of)	any	matter	of	peace	or	fear	comes	to	them	(the	Munaafiqeen	and	ignorant	Muslims),	

they	(immediately)	broadcast	it	(thereby	causing	harm	to	the	Muslims)”	
	(Surah	Nisaa,	83)	

	
In	another	verse	Allah	Ta’ala	mentions: 

 

 لا ثم م[ كنbر هنلأ ةنيدلما في نوفجرلماو ضرم م[ولق في نيذلاو نوقفانلما يهتني لم نلأ
لايلق لاإ اهيف كنوروايج  

	
“If	the	hypocrites,	those	with	a	disease	(doubts	about	Islaam)	in	their	hearts	and	those	who	spread	

rumours	in	Madinah	do	not	desist	(from	hurting	the	Muslims	and	causing	problems	among	them),	We	
will	definitely	grant	you	(O	Rasulullaah	(sallallahu	alai	wa	sallam)	authority	over	them	(the	authority	to	
expel	them	from	Madinah),	after	which	they	will	hardly	be	able	to	live	with	you	there	(in	Madinah)	

(When	they	do	not	refrain	from	their	evil	activities).”	
	
	
15th	Dhul-Qa’da	1395	A.H	
 
The	above	is	an	English	translation	of	an	Urdu	Fatwa	in	Ahsanul	Fatawa	(VL.8.	PG	212)	].	
	
Translation	by:	
	
(Moulana)	Abdushakoor	
	
Student	of	Darul	Ifta,	Darul	Uloom	Arabia	Islamia	N.Z.	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer:	Please	note,	we	Darul	Ifta	N.Z(AskFatwa)	are	not	an	Islamic	Shari’ah	Law	Court;	hence,	the	opinions	provided	are	not	intended	to	be	a	decree	as	one	would	expect	to	receive	from	a	Shari’ah	Court.	The	aim	is	to	provide	
a	better	understanding	of	issues	from	an	Islamic	perspective.	We	also	take	no	responsibility	if	our	answers	are	used	out	of	their	intended	context,	nor	of	any	party	who	may	or	may	not	act	upon	them.	Therefore,	we	are	hereby	
exempted	from	loss	or	damage	howsoever	caused.	This	answer	may	not	be	used	in	as	evidence	in	any	Court	of	Law	without	prior	written	consent	of	Darul	Ifta	N.Z.	The	views	expressed	by	the	writer	are	not	necessarily	the	views	of	
the	organisation.		The	above	press	release	is	according	to	the	interpretation	of	the	writer,	the	above	should	not	be	posted	on	the	internet	or	any	social	media	platforms	without	the	permission	of	the	writer.	

 


